
Pay attention to any symbols listed after your state deadline.
States and territories not included in main listing below: 
AL, AS*, AZ, CO, FM*, GA, GU*, HI*, IL^$, KY^$, MH*, MT*, 
NC^$, ND^$, NE, NH*, NM, OK^$, PR, PW*, RI*, SD*, UT$*, VA*, 
VI*, VT^$*, WA^$, WI and WY*.

The Federal Student Aid logo and FAFSA are registered trademarks of Federal Student Aid, U.S. Department of Education.

For federal aid, submit your application as early as possible, but no earlier than  
October 1, 2018. We must receive your application no later than June 30, 2020. Your 
college must have your correct, complete information by your last day of enrollment 
in the 2019-2020 school year. 
For state or college aid, the deadline may be as early as October 2018. See the table to 
the right for state deadlines. You may also need to complete additional forms. 
Check with your high school guidance counselor or a financial aid administrator at 
your college about state and college sources of student aid and deadlines. 
If you are filing close to one of these deadlines, we recommend you file online at  
fafsa.gov. This is the fastest and easiest way to apply for aid.

Applying by the Deadlines

We recommend that you complete and submit your FAFSA as soon as possible on or 
after October 1, 2018. The easiest way to complete or correct your FAFSA with accurate 
tax information is by using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool through fafsa.gov.  In a few 
simple steps, most students and parents who filed a 2017 tax return can transfer their 
tax return information directly into their FAFSA.
If you (or your parents) have missed the 2017 tax filing deadline of April 2018, and 
still need to file a 2017 income tax return with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), you 
should submit your FAFSA now using estimated tax information, and then you must 
correct that information after you �le your return.
Note: Both parents or both the student and spouse may need to report income 



Page 2

What is the FAFSA®
 ? 

Why �ll out a FAFSA? 
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is the first step in the 
financial aid process. You use the FAFSA to apply for federal student aid, such 
as grants, work-study, and loans. In addition, most states and colleges use 
information from the FAFSA to award nonfederal aid. 

Why all the questions? 
Most of the questions on the FAFSA are required to calculate your Expected 
Family Contribution (EFC). The EFC measures your family’s financial strength 
and is used to determine your eligibility for federal student aid. Your state and 
the colleges you list may also use some of your responses. They will determine if 
you may be eligible for school or state aid, in addition to federal aid. 

How do I �nd out what my Expected Family Contribution (EFC) is?
Your EFC will be listed on your Student Aid Report (SAR). Your SAR summarizes 

When will I receive the student �nancial aid? 
Any financial aid you are eligible to receive will be paid to you through your 
college. Typically, your college will first use the aid to pay tuition, fees and room 
and board (if provided by the college). Any remaining aid is paid to you for your 
other educational expenses. 

How can I have more colleges receive my FAFSA information?
If you are completing a paper FAFSA, you can only list four colleges in the 
school code step. You may add more colleges by doing one of the following:

• After your FAFSA has been processed, go to FAFSA on the Web at fafsa.gov, 
log in to the site, and follow the instructions for correcting your FAFSA.

• Use the Student Aid Report (SAR), which you will receive after your FAFSA is
processed. Your Data Release Number (DRN) verifies your identity and will be 
listed on the first page of your SAR. You can call 1-800-433-3243 and provide 
your DRN to a customer service representative, who will add more school
codes for you. 

• Provide your DRN to the financial aid administrator at the college you want
added, and he or she can add their school code to your FAFSA. 

Note: Your FAFSA record can only list up to ten school codes. If there are ten 
school codes on your record, each new code will need to replace one of the 
school codes listed. 

Where can I receive more information on student �nancial aid?
The best place for information about student financial aid is the financial aid 
office at the college you plan to attend. The financial aid administrator can tell 
you about student aid available from your state, the college itself and other 
sources. 

• You can also visit our web site StudentAid.gov. 
• For information by phone you can call our Federal Student Aid Information 

Center at 1-800-433-3243. TTY users (for the hearing impaired) may call
1-800-730-8913.

• You can also check with your high school counselor, your state aid agency 
or your local library’s reference section. 

Information about other nonfederal assistance may be available from foundations, 
faith-based organizations, community organizations and civic groups, as well 
as organizations related to your field of interest, such as the American Medical 
Association or American Bar Association. Check with your parents’ employers or 
unions to see if they award scholarships or have tuition assistance plans.

Information on the Privacy Act and use of your 
Social Security Number 
We use the information that you provide on this form to determine if you are 
eligible to receive federal student financial aid and the amount that you are 
eligible to receive. Sections 483 and 484 of the Higher Education Act of 1965, 
as amended, give us the authority to ask you and your parents these questions, 
and to collect the Social Security Numbers of you and your parents. We use your 
Social Security Number to verify your identity and retrieve your records, and we 
may request your Social Security Number again for those purposes. 

State and institutional student financial aid programs may also use the 
information that you provide on this form to determine if you are eligible to 
receive state and institutional aid and the need that you have for such aid. 
Therefore, we will disclose the information that you provide on this form to 
each institution you list in questions 103a - 103h, state agencies in your state of 
legal residence and the state agencies of the states in which the colleges that 
you list in questions 103a - 103h are located. 

If you are applying solely for federal aid, you must answer all of the following 
questions that apply to you: 1-9, 14-16, 18, 21-23, 26, 28-29, 32-37, 39-59, 61-68, 
70, 73-86, 88-102, 104-105. If you do not answer these questions, you will not 
receive federal aid. 

Without your consent, we may disclose information that you provide to entities 
under a published “routine use.” Under such a routine use, we may disclose 
information to third parties that we have authorized to assist us in administering 
the above programs; to other federal agencies under computer matching 
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OMB # 1845-0001Step One (Student):  For questions 1-31, leave any questions that do not apply to you (the student) blank. 

Male
Register me

Female

1

2

1

Yes 

No 1

13. Your e-mail address. If you provide your e-mail address, we will communicate with you electronically. For example, when your FAFSA has been processed, you will be 
notified by e-mail. Your e-mail address will also be shared with your state and the colleges listed on your FAFSA to allow them to communicate with you. If you do not 
have an e-mail address, leave this field blank.

22. If female, skip to question 23. Most male students must register with the Selective 
Service System to receive federal aid. If you are male, are age 18-25, and have not 

registered, fill in the circle and we will register you. 

See Notes page 9.

21. Are you male or 
female?
See Notes page 9.

23. Have you been convicted for the possession or sale of illegal drugs for an offense that occurred while you were receiving federal 
student aid (such as grants, work-study, or loans)?
Answer “No” if you have never received federal student aid or if you have never had a drug conviction for an offense that occurred while receiving 

federal student aid. If you have a drug conviction for an offense that occurred while you were receiving federal student aid, answer “Yes,” but 

complete and submit this application, and we will mail you a worksheet to help you determine if your conviction affects your eligibility for aid.

If you are unsure how to answer this question, call 1-800-433-3243 for help.

19. Did you become a legal 
resident of this state 

before January 1, 2014?

20. If the answer to question 19 is “No,” 
give month and year you became a 

legal resident of that state.

18. What is your 
state of legal 

residence?

14. Are you a U.S. 
citizen? 

Mark only one.
See Notes page 9.

15. Alien Registration Number

17. Month and year you were married, 
remarried, separated, divorced or 

widowed.
See Notes page 9.

26. What will your high school completion status be when you begin college in the 2019-2020 school year?

1. Last 
name

2. First 
name

Your full name (exactly as it appears on your Social Security card) If your name has a suffix, such as Jr. or III, include a space between your last name and suffix.

Some states and colleges offer aid based on the level of schooling your parents completed.  

Your permanent mailing address

FAFSA

F R E E  APPLIC ATION for  FEDER AL STUDENT AID

July  1,  2019 –  June 30,  2020

9. Your date 
of birth 

MONTH YEARDAY

24. Highest school completed by Parent 1

25. Highest school completed by Parent 2

Middle school/Jr. high Other/unknown High school College or beyond 
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Answer questions 32–58 about yourself (the student). If you were never married, or are separated, 

divorced or widowed and are not remarried, answer only about yourself. If you are married or remarried 

as of today, include information about your spouse. 

Step Two (Student):

For questions 36–45, if the answer is zero or the question does not apply to you, enter 0. Report whole dollar amounts with no cents.

Step Two CONTINUES on Page 5

NoYes Don’t know

1 Yes No 2

2 31

1

2

3

1

2

3

4

9Other/undecided . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

8Graduate or professional degree
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For questions 85–94, if the answer is zero or the question does not apply, enter 0. Report whole dollar amounts with no cents.
Step Four CONTINUES from Page 6

88. How much did Parent 1 (father/mother/stepparent) earn from working in 2017?

89. How much did Parent 2 (father/mother/stepparent) earn from working in 2017?

Questions 88 and 89 ask about earnings (wages, salaries, tips, etc.) in 2017. Answer the questions whether or not a tax return was filed. This information may be on the W-2 
forms or on the tax return selected in question 81: IRS Form 1040—lines 7 + 12 + 18 + Box 14 (Code A) of IRS Schedule K-1 (Form 1065); 1040A—line 7; or 1040EZ—line 1. If 
any individual earning item is negative, do not include that item in your calculation.  Report the information for the parent listed in questions 61-64 in question 88 and the 
information for the parent listed in questions 65-68 in question 89.

90. As of today, what is your parents’ total current balance of cash, savings, and checking accounts? Don’t include student 
financial aid.

91. As of today, what is the net worth of your parents’ investments, including real estate? Don’t include the home in which 
your parents live. See Notes page 9.

92. As of today, what is the net worth of your parents’ current businesses and/or investment farms? Don’t include a family 
farm or family business with 100 or fewer full-time or full-time equivalent employees. See Notes page 9.

85. What was your parents’ adjusted gross income for 2017? Adjusted gross income is on IRS Form 1040—line 37; 
1040A—line 21; or 1040EZ—line 4.

86. Enter your parents’ income tax for 2017. Income tax amount is on IRS Form 1040—line 56 minus line 46;  
1040A—line 28 minus line 36; or 1040EZ—line 10.

87. Enter your parents’ exemptions for 2017. Exemptions are on IRS Form 1040—line 6d or on Form 1040A—line 6d.  
For Form 1040EZ, see Notes page 9.

a. Education credits (American Opportunity Tax Credit and Lifetime Learning Tax Credit) from IRS Form 1040—line 50 or 1040A— 
  line 33.

b. Child support paid because of divorce or separation or as a result of a legal requirement. Don’t include support for children in your 
parents’ household, as reported in question 73.

c. Your parents’ taxable earnings from need-based employment programs, such as Federal Work-Study and need-based employment 
portions of fellowships and assistantships.

d. Your parents’ taxable college grant and scholarship aid reported to the IRS as income. Includes AmeriCorps benefits (awards, living 
allowances and interest accrual payments), as well as grant and scholarship portions of fellowships and assistantships.

e. Combat pay or special combat pay. Only enter the amount that was taxable and included in your parents’ adjusted gross income.  
Don’t include untaxed combat pay.

f. Earnings from work under a cooperative education program offered by a college.

a. Payments to tax-deferred pension and retirement savings plans (paid directly or withheld from earnings), including, but not limited to, 





   

 

 

 
 
 

  

 

 

Notes for question 8 (page 3) 
Enter your Social Security Number (SSN) as it appears on your Social 
Security card. If you are a resident of the Freely Associated States (i.e., the 
Republic of Palau, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, or the Federated 
States of Micronesia) and were issued an identifcation number beginning 
with “666” when submitting a FAFSA previously, enter that number here. 
If you are a frst-time applicant from the Freely Associated States, enter 
“666” in the frst three boxes of the SSN feld and leave the remaining six 
positions blank and we will create an identifcation number to be used 
for federal student aid purposes. 
Notes for questions 14 and 15 (page 3) 
If you are an eligible noncitizen, write in your eight- or nine-digit Alien 
Registration Number. Generally, you are an eligible noncitizen if you are 
(1) a permanent U.S. resident with a Permanent Resident Card (I-551); (2) 
a conditional permanent resident with a Conditional Green Card (I-551C); 
(3) the holder of an Arrival-Departure Record (I-94) from the Department 
of Homeland Security showing any one of the following designations: 
“Refugee,” “Asylum Granted,” “Parolee” (I-94 confrms that you were 
paroled for a minimum of one year and status has not expired), T-Visa 
holder (T-1, T-2, T-3, etc.) or “Cuban-Haitian Entrant;” or (4) the holder of 
a valid certifcation or eligibility letter from the Department of Health and 
Human Services showing a designation of “Victim of human trafcking.” 
If you are in the U.S. and have been granted Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA), an F1 or F2 student visa, a J1 or J2 exchange visitor visa, 
or a G series visa (pertaining to international organizations), select “No, I 
am not a citizen or eligible noncitizen.” You will not be eligible for federal 
student aid. If you have a Social Security Number but are not a citizen 
or an eligible noncitizen, including if you have been granted DACA, you 
should still complete the FAFSA because you may be eligible for state or 
college aid. 

Notes for questions 16 and 17 (page 3) 
Report your marital status as of the date you sign your FAFSA. If your 
marital status changes after you sign your FAFSA, check with the 
�nancial aid o�ce at the college. 

Notes for questions 21 and 22 (page 3) 
To be eligible for federal student aid, male citizens and male immigrants 
residing in the U.S. aged 18 through 25 are required to register with the 
Selective Service System, with limited exceptions. The Selective Service 
System and the registration requirement applies to any person assigned 
the sex of male at birth (see www.sss.gov/Registration-Info/Who-
Registration). The Selective Service System and the registration  requirement 
for males preserves America’s ability to provide resources in an emergency 
to the U.S. Armed Forces. For more information about the Selective Service 
System, visit sss.gov. Forms are available at your local U.S. Post Ofce. 

Notes for questions 33 (page 4) 
and 81 (page 6) 
If you fled or will fle a foreign tax return, a tax return with Puerto Rico, 
another U.S. territory (e.g., Guam, American Samoa, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, Swain’s Island or the Northern Marianas Islands) or one of the 
Freely Associated States, use the information from that return to fll 
out this form. If you fled a foreign return, convert all monetary units 
to U.S. dollars, using the published exchange rate in efect for the 
date nearest to today’s date. To view the daily exchange rates, go to 
federalreserve.gov/releases/h10/current. 

Notes for questions 35 (page 4) 
and 83 (page 6) 
In general, a person is eligible to fle a 1040A or 1040EZ if he or she 
makes less than $100,000, does not itemize deductions, does not receive 
income from his or her own business or farm and does not receive 
alimony. A person is not eligible to fle a 1040A or 1040EZ if he or she 
makes $100,000 or more, itemizes deductions, receives income from 
his or her own business or farm, is self-employed, receives alimony or 
is required to fle Schedule D for capital gains. If you fled a 1040 only 
to claim the American Opportunity Tax Credit or Lifetime Learning Tax 
Credit, and you would have otherwise been eligible to fle a 1040A or 
1040EZ, answer “Yes” to this question. If you fled a 1040 and were not 
required to fle a tax return, answer “Yes” to this question. 
Notes for questions 38 (page 4) 
and 87 (page 7) — Notes for those who �led a 1040EZ 
On the 1040EZ, if a person didn’t check either box on line 5, enter 01 if he 
or she is single or has never been married, or 02 if he or she is married. If 
a person checked either the “you” or “spouse” box on line 5, use 1040EZ 
worksheet line F to determine the number of exemptions ($4,050 equals 
one exemption). 

Notes for questions 42 and 43 (page 4), 45j (page 5), 
and 91 and 92 (page 7) 
Net worth means the current value, as of today, of investments, businesses, 
and/or investment farms, minus debts related to those same investments, 
businesses, and/or investment farms. When calculating net worth, use 0 for 
investments or properties with a negative value. 
Investments include real estate (do not include the home in which you 
live), rental property (includes a unit within a family home that has its 
own entrance, kitchen, and bath rented to someone other than a family 
member), trust funds, UGMA and UTMA accounts, money market funds, 
mutual funds, certifcates of deposit, stocks, stock options, bonds, other 
securities, installment and land sale contracts (including mortgages 
held), commodities, etc. 
Investments also include qualifed educational benefts or education 
savings accounts (e.g., Coverdell savings accounts, 529 college savings 
plans and the refund value of 529 prepaid tuition plans). For a student 
who does not report parental information, the accounts owned by the 
student (and/or the student’s spouse) are reported as student investments 
in question 42. For a student who must report parental information, the 



   

 

 

 

        

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Notes for question 53 (page 5) Notes for Step Four, questions 59–94 (pages 6 and 7) 
Answer “Yes” if at any time since you turned age 13: Review all instructions below to determine who is considered a parent 

on this form: •  You had no living parent, even if you are now adopted; or 

• You were in foster care, even if you are no longer in foster care today; or 

• You were a dependent or ward of the court, even if you are no longer 
a dependent or ward of the court today. For federal student aid 
purposes, someone who is incarcerated is not considered a ward of 
the court. 

If you are not sure if you were in foster care, check with your state 
child welfare agency. You can �nd that agency’s contact information at 


